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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR EARLE’S STATEMENT OF JANUARY 24, 1978 
(SALT TWO- 1578) 

1 . THE FOLLOWING IS STATEMENT DELIVERED BY AMBASSADOR 
RARER AT SALT TWO MEETING OF JANUARY 24, 1978: 

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR EARLE 
JANUARY 24, 1978 

MR. MINISTER: 

I 

TODAY I WOULD LIKE TO RETURN TO THE ISSUE OF AIR-TO- 
SURFACE BALLISTIC MISSILES. ALTHOUGH THIS MATTER HAS BERN 
UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR SOME TIME, THE SIDES HAVE NOT AS 
YET FULLY RESOLVED THIS ISSUE. THE SIDES HAVE AGREED ON 
A NUMBER OF PROVISIONS REGARDING ASBMS. FOR EXAMPLE, WE 
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HAVE AGREED ON MOST ASPECTS OF THE DEFINITION OF ASBMS 
AND ON HOW THEY WILL BE COUNTED IN THE AGGREGATE. IN 
ADDITION, WE HAVE AGREED ON A RULE FOR DETERMINING THE 
NUMBER OF THESE MISSILES WHICH SHALL BE INCLUDED IN THE 
AGGREGATE FOR EACH PLATFORM EQUIPPED FOR ASBMS. 

HOWEVER, SOME PROVISIONS REMAIN UNRESOLVED. IN 
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PARTICULAR, THE SOVIET DELEGATION HAS PROPOSED A PRO- 
HIBITION ON THE DEVELOPMENT, TESTING AND DEPLOYMENT OF 
AIR-TO-SURFACE MISSILES EQUIPPED WITH MULTIPLE 
INDEPENDENTLY TARGETABLE WARHEADS FOR THE PERIOD OF THE 
TREATY. THIS WOULD, IN EFFECT, BAN MET VEDASBMS. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, THE UNITED STATES HAS PROPOSED THAT MIRVED 
ASBMS BE PERMITTED AND BE SUBJECT TO THE APPROPRIATE 
PROVISIONS OF THE TREATY. 

II 

IN AN EFFORT TO RESOLVE OUR REMAINING DIFFERENCES, 

AND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE VIEWS OF THE SOVIET UNION, 

THE UNITED STATES PROPOSES THAT THE FLIGHT-TESTING AND 
DEPLOYMENT OF ALL ASBMS, BOTH MIRVED AND NON MIRVED, BE 
PROHIBITED FOR THE PERIOD OF THE PROTOCOL. THIS PROPOSAL 
ASSUMES NO CHANGE IN THOSE PROVISIONS RELATING TO ASBMS 
WHICH ARE ALREADY AGREED AND IS CONTINGENT UPON SOVIET 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE OTHER PROPOSALS OF THE UNITED STATES 
RELATING TO ASBMS IN THE TREATY. 

A PROHIBITION ON FLIGHT-TESTING AND DEPLOYMENT OF 
ASBMS FOR THE PERIOD OF THE PROTOCOL WOULD ALLOW EACH SIDE 
TO ASSESS THE DESIRABILITY OF PERMITTING THESE WEAPONS AND 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR DEPLOYMENT. 
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III 

THE UNITED STATES THEREFORE PROPOSES THE FOLLOWING 
LANGUAGE FOR A NEW ARTICLE IV OF THE PROTOCOL: 

"EACH PARTY UNDERTAKES NOT TO FLIGHT-TEST OR DEPLOY 
ASBMS." 


IV 

MR. MINISTER, I LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR RESPONSE TO THE 
CONSIDERATIONS I HAVE SET FORTH TODAY. EARLE 
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